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Synopsis

Peter Pan is a character created by Scottish novelist and playwright J. M. Barrie. A free spirited and
mischievous young boy who can fly and never grows up, Peter Pan spends his never-ending
childhood having adventures on the mystical island of Neverland as the leader of the Lost Boys,
interacting with fairies, pirates, mermaids, Native Americans, and occasionally ordinary children
from the world outside Neverland. In addition to two distinct works by Barrie, the character has been
featured in a variety of media and merchandise, both adapting and expanding on Barrie’s works.
These include a 1953 animated film, a 2003 dramatic/live-action film, a TV series and many other
works. Peter’s archetypal quality is his unending youth. In Peter and Wendy, it is explained that
Peter must forget his own adventures and what he learns about the world in order to stay childlike.
The prequels by Barry and Pearson attribute Peter’s everlasting youth to his exposure to starstuff, a
magical substance which has fallen to earth. Peter has an effect on the whole of Neverland and its
inhabitants when he is there. Barrie states that although Neverland appears different to every child,
the island "wakes up" when Peter returns from his trip to London. In the chapter "The Mermaids’
Lagoon" in the book Peter and Wendy, Barrie writes that there is almost nothing that Peter cannot
do. He is a skilled swordsman, rivaling even Captain Hook, whose hand he cut off in a duel. He has
remarkably keen vision and hearing. He is skilled in mimicry, copying the voice of Hook, and the tick
tock of the Crocodile. In Hook, Peter states that the reason he wanted to grow up was to be a father.
He met and fell in love with Wendy’s granddaughter, Moira, which causes him to forsake his
immortality and marry her. They have two children in the movie, Jack and Maggie. However, he is
estranged from both due to his constant absences and broken promises, which irritates Moira. His
preteen son, Jack, is often frustrated with Peter’s prolonged absences and turns to Captain Hook for
a father figure. His young daughter Maggie retains faith in Peter, which helps him and the Lost Boys
rescue her and Jack from Hook. Peter retains much of his fun self after his final visit to Neverland,
which strengthens his relationship with Jack, Maggie and Moira. While in Kensington Gardens,
Peter meets a lost girl named Maimie Mannering and the two quickly become friends. Peter
proposes marriage to Maimie. While Maimie wants to stay in the Gardens with Peter, she comes to
realise that her mother is so worried that she must return to her. Maimie promises to always
remember Peter and goes back to her mother. When Maimie grows up, she continues to think of
Peter, dedicating presents and letters to him. To remember Maimie, Peter rides the imaginary goat
that Maimie created for him. She is considered to be the literary predecessor of Wendy Darling.
Wendy is hinted to have romantic feelings for Peter, but cannot be with him because of his inability

to love back. In the 2003 film Peter Pan, the feeling is mutual. Captain Hook can only take away



Peter’s ability to fly by thoughts of Wendy leaving him, growing up, and replacing him with a
husband. Wendy saves Peter by giving him her hidden kiss (signifying he is her true love); this gives
him the will to live. In the movie Hook, an older Wendy implies that she used to (and perhaps, still
does) have feelings for Peter, saying that she was shocked that he did not prevent her wedding day.
In the sequel to the 1953 Disney film, Return to Neverland, Peter and a grown-up Wendy are briefly,

but happily, reunited after many years and continue to show feelings for each other.
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